ESTABLISHED IN 1863

Volume 147, No. 9

Inside this Issue
Cameron Highlanders….1
Message from our
President…..............2
Upcoming events……..3
Membership Announce‐
ments……………...6
2nd Vice President
Report…………......8
Chaplainʹs Corner
Chat ……… …….8

May 2010

The 79th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment:
the Cameron Highlanders
Memorial Day is coming up this month. It is a suitable time to
publish an article on one of the United States military’s most interesting units and a Highland Regiment to boot. Yes, the US
Army included a Highland Regiment. It had a brief, but gallant
history.
The 79th New York
Volunteer (NYV)
Infantry Regiment
was formally char‐
tered on June 9, 1859
and was raised with
256 men and officers
by June 20, 1859.
Prior to the Civil
War it was one of
the three regiments
which formed the
Fourth Brigade of
the First Division of
From Harper’s Weekly, May 25th 1861. The 79th New York Volunteer
Regiment, Cameron Highlanders, marching down Broadway on their
the New York State
way out of New York City for service in the Union Army.
Militia. The Fourth
Brigade included the 11th and the 69th Irish Regiments. The 79th would gain
fame during the Civil War for its service in the Union Army.
Created first as a social club in New York City in the fall of 1858, as the High‐
land Guard or 79th New York. It was raised with the help of the St. Andrews and
Caledonian Societies of New York and wealthy financial backers like Samuel M.
Elliot and James Cameron, the brother of the secretary of war. It was made up of
(Continued on page 4)
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served after the meeting.
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Dear Members and Society Friends:
The April meeting was lively with
guid fiddle music. Our member Colyn
Fischer gave a great presentation of
Scottish fiddle styles. Thank you Colyn!
We were able to formally welcome
Shauna Pickett‐Gordon in as a new
member! My guest was my cousin
William Blamey, in town on business
from Britain. His father’s side he is tied
to the West Country Celts of Cornwall
(Kernow). He has a Cornish kilt to boot
and was off to celebrate St.Piran’s Day
on 1 May, or Beltane to us Celts, upon his return to the UK. He reminded
me that their version of Haggis is a Cornish Pasty. Kernow bys vyken
(Cornwall forever)!
The Queen’s Birthday Ball was well attended. The Ball was held at the
Intercontinental Hotel in San Francisco. It was a pleasant evening. A fairly
nice venue to boot.
The 19th Annual Dr. Dan Reid Memorial Challenge Recital was held on
1 May at the Marines’ Memorial Club. This is truly one of the best piping
events in the world. I missed the competition, but was able to make the eve‐
ning concert. Fantastic. It was my honor to present the St. Andrews’ Sword
to Mr. Andrew Hayes of Nepean, Ontario. Past‐President Bruce McCubbrey
awarded the overall piping champion trophy to Ian MacDonald of Whitby,
Ontario. Society piper and recital organizer Ozzie Reid and his committee
put on another great event. Kudos to Ozzie! For those who missed the
event, CDs will be produced and available in a few months.
This month we Americans honor our fallen with Memorial Day. It be‐
gan as Decoration Day at the end of the Civil War. This gave me cause to
write an article about a very unique unit in American military history: the
79th NY Volunteer Infantry: the Cameron Highlanders. The unit fought to
preserve the Union and was composed Scots and Americans of Scottish de‐
scent. New York produced several “immigrant” units that saw service in the
Civil War: the 69th (Irish), the Garibaldi Guards (Italian) and the 79th High‐
landers. I hope you enjoy the article on the 79th NYV Infantry.
As we approach the summer months I would like to remind you that we
will not have any meetings in July or August. However, the Fourth Annual
Joint Ceilidh will be held on Saturday, 14 August. Flyers provide details on
the event and nearby accommodations. The Caledonian Club of San Fran‐
cisco, St. Andrews Society of Oakland, the Pleasanton‐Blairgowrie‐Fergus
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Upcoming Events
(Continued from page 2)

Sister Cities Organization and the St. Andrews Society of San Francisco
Joint Ceilidh host this fun event at the Encinal Yacht Club in Alameda.
Please join in and support it!

St. Andrew’s Society of
SF & Related Calendar of
Events for 2010
MAY
SAT/SUN, 15/16 Liv‐
ermore Scottish
Games & Celtic Fair,
Robertson Park??
MON, 17 MAY, Soci‐
ety Monthly Meeting –
Program: Mem‐
bers Dinner

See you on 19 May!
Yours aye,

Fred Rutledge, President

JUNE
SAT, 5 JUN, St. An‐
drew’s Society of Mo‐
desto, 29th Annual
Highland Games and
Gathering of the
Clans, Tuolumne
River Regional Park.
MON, 21 JUN, Society
Monthly Meeting –
Program: TBD.

Soccer Fans:
In case there are any avid soccer fans in the various clubs:
Tottenham Hotspur (Spurs) will be playing the Earthquakes at Buck
Shaw Stadium on 17 July and Glasgow Celtic will be playing the Seattle
Sounders in Seattle on 18 July.
JULY

SAT/SUN, 10/11 JUL,
36th Annual Duns‐
muir Scottish Games,
Oakland??
No Society
Monthly Meeting
AUGUST
SAT/SUN, 7 /8 AUG,
Monterey Scottish
Games & Celtic Festi‐
val,
Toro Park
www.montereyga
mes.com

(Continued on page 4)
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Cameron Highlanders:continued
SAT, 14 AUG, Joint
(clubs) Ceilidh, Encinal
Yacht Club Alameda
No Society Monthly
Meeting
SEPTEMBER
THU, 2 SEP PBFSCO
Pub Night, Pleasanton
SAT/SUN, 3 /5 SEP,
145th Scottish Highland
Gathering
& Games, Pleasanton
Caledonian Club of
San Francisco,
www.caledonian.org
MON, 20 SEP ‐ Society
Monthly Meeting –
Members Dinner
(Nominating Com‐
mittee appointed for
2010 slate of officers)
OCTOBER
SAT, 2 OCT, Loch Lo‐
mand Celtic Society
Games, Ben Lomand
Society Monthly
Meeting – 18 OCT.
Program: TBD
Nominating Com‐
mittee reports find‐
ings
Theme:
Samhain (Scottish
New Year & Hallow‐
een)
NOVEMBER
SUN, 7 NOV, Remem‐
brance Day Service at
Grace Cathedral MON,
15 NOV ‐ Society

(Continued from page 1)

Scots, Scottish immigrants and American‐born descendants. The organiza‐
tion had no actual connection to the 79th Cameron Highlanders of Scot‐
land. Only in name and tartan did they identify with the Cameron High‐
landers of the British Army.
Their original duty was to parade, train as heavy artillery, and also
provide a guard for personalities such as the Prince of Wales when he vis‐
ited the US and the Japanese Ambassador.

Their Uniform
When the club had their first meeting on October 25, 1858 the men
were in civilian clothing as uniforms were not yet available. As per the
guilde lines set by the New York Militia, the Highland Guard would uni‐
form their soldiers in Tartan Trousers not kilts. The inspector was in‐
formed by Col. McLeayʹs that:
ʺTheir stuff for trousers was expected to arrive from Scotland daily,
when they would immediately put their uniforms under contract for
manufactureʺ. Report of Inspection, 4th Brigade, NYSM, 25 October, in
Annual report of the AG, NYS, (1858) The Issued uniform as per the New
York State Militia agreement consisted of these uniform items:
The pre war jacket worn was dark blue with red cuffs and collar which
were trimmed with white piping. The jacket itself was trimmed with red
wool cording on the edges and around the circumference of the cuffs. It
had 18 NY‐30 (New York State) buttons in all down the front and two on
the rear and 3 buttons on each cuff. The Inverness flaps are lining with
red wool or polished cotton.
Cameron of Erracht trews, or trousers, in the large military set was
worn. The tartan was matched and had a Victorian trousers cut to them
consistent with common trousers of the late 1850s
They wore a dark blue Glengarry with dicing that was red, blue, and
white, in two rows high that was off‐set by one square to the right. The
Glengarry was lined in black polished cotton and while some of the origi‐
nals that still exist today have quilting and other lining decorations, all 5
have different lining treatments.
The belts used were common Model 1839 ʺBabyʺ USʺ belts that were
1.5ʺ Also used were Springfield Bayonets and Scabbards with the various
models of .69 Weapons, Shield Pattern Cap Pouches, and the Model 1857
Cartridge Box. Their sporran was made of nappy white horse hair with
three black tassels with a black leather cantle.

.
(Continued on page 5)
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Cameron Highlanders:continued
BOTERKOEK

(Continued from page 4)

The Parade Uniform
When on parade the 79th wore kilts, going against the wishes of the
New York Militia. This uniform used the same jacket and Glengarry but
instead of trousers made of tartan, they had New York tailors make non
‐regulation kilts. The kilts were made of the same Cameron of Erracht.
They were not pleated to the line as is common in military regiments,
but to the set as seen in civilian kilts. The kilts were very odd and unlike
any kilt before or since thanks to their unqualified manufactures. They
were box pleated, and used two tartan straps that buckled into sus‐
pender buckles on either hip. Because of their lack in size variation, sus‐
penders were worn with them. (See uniform picture below)

(Dutch Shortbread, more
or less)
By Elly Sturm

(Continued on page 6)

At our April SASSF meet‐
ing, several of you expressed
a desire to have the recipe for
the Boterkoek I made for des‐
sert. This is my motherʹs rec‐
ipe; instead of a measuring
cup, she used a regular big
spoon (like a large eating
spoon), so I do too, but to‐
night I measured the spoon‐
fuls into a measuring cup, al‐
lowing you the option of ei‐
ther measuring implement.
2 cubes of (salted) butter,
not melted
15 spoonfuls of sugar (=2.5
cups‐‐donʹt faint!)
15 spoonfuls (2.5 cups) of
whole wheat pastry flour (you
may use white flour)
1 teaspoon of lemon fla‐
voring (or vanilla, depending
on preference)
With a large fork, mash
the butter; mash the sugar and
flavoring into the butter. Add
the flour and mix the ingredi‐
An Infantryman in full dress uniform; a Sergeant in foreground, an Officer
in battle uniform, and a Sergeant in battle uniform at beginning of the
war.
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Cameron Highlanders:continued
MEMBERSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Life
. Members who have
elected to become Patron Life
Members for 2010.

PATRON LIFE MEMBERS
PAID TO DATE:
Wade Hughan
John Lord
Gerry Sample
Don Sanford
Brian Tulloch
Jim Campbell

(Continued from page 5)

The unit started as a Scottish
American fraternity and with‐
out knowing it, set themselves
up to take part in nearly every
major engagement of the Civil
War. It became one of the best
known and most traveled regi‐
ments in the Union Army.
At the outbreak of the war
on April 11, 1861 with the shell‐
ing of Fort Sumter, South Caro‐
lina, President Lincoln called for
volunteer troops from all the
northern states. The 79th was
one of the first state militia regi‐
ments to answer the call being
called into federal service in
May, 1861. By 29 May, the ranks
of the 79th were brought up to
nearly full regimental strength
having been opened up to all
nationalities during the enlist‐
ment period. Irish and German
enlistments were particularly high.
They marched proudly down Broadway and then out of New York
City, 795 strong, on 25 May 1861 led by pipers and their new regimental
colors provided by the Caledonian Society of New York. Many of the
officers wore kilts on ceremonial occasions and the men trews of the
Cameron tartan. Under the command of James Cameron, they were then
sent to Washington, DC to join General William Sherman’s Brigade of
Tyler’s Division. By August, the 79th got their “baptism” of fire at the
first Battle of Bull Run (Manassas for those South of the Mason‐Dixon
Line) and were credited with preventing a total disaster of the routed
Union forces by forming part of the rear guard against Confederate cav‐
alry.
They lost their original commander at Bull Run and the 79th was placed
under Colonel Isaac Ingalls Stevens. They were not able to choose their
own commander as was tradition. A tough disciplinary regimen was in‐
stituted by Stevens; the unit reorganized and was then ordered to set
aside their traditional uniforms for regular Federal issued army dress.
(Continued on page 7)
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Cameron Highlanders:continued
(Continued from page 6)

While restricted to camp without furloughs, low in morale, angered over
the restrictions (and with access to alcohol), the 79th mutinied. The Army
of the Potomac commander, General George McClellan responded by
ordering the 79th surrounded by regular troops and artillery with orders
to prepare to open fire thus ending the short‐lived mutiny. The
“Highlanders” soon proved their valor and worth by exemplary partici‐
pation in engagements at James Island (South Carolina), and again at
2nd Bull Run where Stevens then division commander was killed while
taking the regimental colors from the sixth color bearer who had fallen in
battle. The 79th then fought in Chantilly, South Mountain, Antietam, Fort
Sanders, the Knoxville siege, Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, and
finally were present at Appomattox. The regiment participated through
most of the war as part of the IX Corps under General Ambrose Burn‐
side. They were associated with a number of well‐known armies such as
the Army of the Potomac, the Ohio, and the Tennessee’s earning the dis‐
tinction of being one of the most seasoned units of the Union army. They
served as the Provost Guard until May 1865.
Out of a total of 2,200 men who served with the Highlanders during
the war, 198 were killed and 304 were wounded or missing. After return‐
ing to New York City, the 79th NYV Infantry Regiment was re‐
designated as a National Guard unit. They were formerly disbanded in
January of 1876 with little fanfare. And so ended America’s only High‐
land Regiment.
Bagpipes and tartan have come and gone in the US military since
1876. The Sixth US Army at the Presidio had a bagpipe band in the
1950s. Society member Ozzie Reid played with the band for a few years.
The 91st Division US Army Reserve inherited the Sixth Army band
equipment and carried on for a number of years. West Point, the Vir‐
ginia Military Institute, the US Marine Corps, the US Navy and the Air
Force Reserve have their own tartans and on occasion pipe bands. The
New York National Guard reinstituted a Highland Bagpipe Band in the
1950s which produced a record of note as being one of the worst re‐
corded! Oh, well… Please remember to put your flag out for Memorial
Day!
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2nd Vice President Report
Program for May’s Membership Meeting
Chaplain's Corner Chat

By James Beatty, 2nd Vice President

By Elly Sturm
.
Worthy organizations,
such as ours, cannot help but
foster some degree of being
family in spirit, and it is with
that in mind that I mention a
few of our ʺfamily membersʺ
for whom we might privately
invest in a prayer or some
positive thoughts, or perhaps
even a written line or phone
call.
It was a great pleasure for
all of us in attendance at the
Past Presidents Meeting in
March to see and hear from
quite a few of these past offi‐
cers, including Mr. Dick
Childs, who, with his wife,
graced us with his cheerful
demeanor and beaming smile,
in spite of great physical chal‐
lenges and, no doubt, not a
little discomfort in making the
journey to the Firehouse. Mr.
Gerry Sample was, as always,
wonderfully witty in his mus‐
ings from his term in office,
but his lady is no longer at his
side, an absence which he will
feel for the rest of his life.
While we ascend a few stairs
or slight incline with ease and
are able to have our special
mate accompany us, letʹs keep
Dick and Gerry in our hearts.

Mr. Donald E. Wilson will be coming to us from Sacramento where he
lives with his wife and four children. It is here that he earned his
bachelorʹs and masterʹs degrees from Sacramento State University. His inter‐
ests in history culminated in a thesis on the Declaration of
Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the cultural influences that gave us
both.
His presentation to our society will be drawn from his major research
that challenges our presumed theories that English Whiggism and the institu‐
tions of Anglo‐Saxon tradition were the primary precursors of our American
form of government. It is his contention that with rare exception, the institu‐
tions of the United States are based upon a long uninterrupted tradition of
Scottish Whiggism, and that the glory of the American Republic was clearly
established by the Celts and, in particular, the Scotch‐Irish, who had been
hardened even further by the cauldron of Ulster.
As you can imagine, this program aims to be intellectually challeng‐
ing! Mr. Wilson, like his grandfathers before him refers to himself as an
ʹunapologetic Scottish Whigʹ. His own familyʹs military history includes a 5th
great grandfather, who served as an officer under Gen. George Washington,
and a 6th great grandfather who served as a soldier under Francis Marion in
the Carolinaʹs. Another branch of his family also participated in the Battle of
Guilford Courthouse. Mr. Wilson served in the U.S. Navy where he worked
on surface‐to‐air missile systems. Consequently he is a member of the
American Legion. We will see how well he survives our societyʹs scrutinous
examination! He does pride himself as a member of the Saint Andrews Soci‐
ety of Sacramento.

2nd V.P.'s WATCH LIST
With only two more meetings before our Summer Vacation during
the months of July and August, it is worth remembering that we have a
lot of activities being planned for the enjoyment of our members and
their guests. Because our first meeting after the Summer break is an im‐
portant Membersʹ Dinner, we need your attention and support before
that event occurs.
It is NOT TOO SOON to plan to attend and support the following
events: Membership Tent activities at the Caledonian Club Scottish
Games, Membership Dinner, Upcoming Monthly Programs, Hogmanay,
and Robbie Burns Dinner.

(Continued on page 9)
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2nd Vice President Report: continued
(Continued from page 8)

4th‐5th September ‐ Membership Tent in the Clan Village of the Cale‐
donian Club Scottish Games ‐ We need enthusiastic members to meet
and greet prospective new members who pass by our exhibits of photos,
cultural artifacts, and exciting SASSF offerings. This is a time to so‐
cialize with old (some young) friends while meeting new acquaintances.
Here is a place where we can have a refreshing drink, play an instru‐
ment, sing a song, and sit back under a shady tree and feel quite at home.
Iʹm looking for volunteers who could share a few rewarding hours ʹhere
& thereʹ to be of kind assist, and benefiting service to the order.
20 September ‐ Membersʹ Dinner with a Special Salute to Our Ladies
‐ Our first big event of the Fall that follows a two month recess from
monthly meetings is this exciting and congenial event. Because it starts
with no ʹlead timeʹ for knowing how many members and guests will at‐
tend, it is challenged in preparing numbers of meals, inventory of bever‐
ages, and other ʹfavors.ʹ We are offering a delightful evening of food and
entertainment with a ʹSpecial Saluteʹ to our Ladies (members.) Expect to
have an unforgettable evening at only $25 a member. This event on such
a stringent budget still garners a wee profit to benefit other social func‐
tions of the order. Your attendance guarantees you a wonderful evening
while also assisting your ʹchallenged society. Bring a guest! PLEASE let
us know ʹearlyʹ of your attendance. First come, First served. (we seat 50)
31 December ‐ Hogmanay at The Firehouse ‐ Our celebration of New
Year arriving in Scotland is rich in ritual, song, pot‐luck fare, toasts, and
hearty fellowship. This event has grown in its popularity each year with
the continual efforts of it initial ʹcaller of the Haggisʹ, Mr. James Robert‐
son. Come with your kin and friends. It begins at 2:00 p.m. and begins
to wind down with the official New Year being heralded in Scotland at
4:00 P.m. You still have time to continue your safe celebrating upon your
relatively early departure.

One of our very young
men, Kristian Mullens, is ex‐
periencing some serious
health difficulties, the details
of which Iʹm not completely
informed. Suffice it to say that
though the doctors are not
certain as to an exact diagno‐
sis of the problems that Kris‐
tian is having, the symptoms
present with arthritis‐like
characteristics which affect,
among other parts, his hands
in particular. Please keep him
in mind, as well as Selby
Haussermann, who continues
to battle his health challenges.
As weʹre all in this to‐
gether, let us be aware of
those in need of help and en‐
couragement; we all require
the assurance that others care
about, and love us.

22 January 2011 ‐ ʹBurns Supperʹ and celebration of his birthday
(252nd) will be held once again at the elegant ʹThe Family Clubʹ at 545
Powell at the corner of Bush, S. F. I can assure you that you will be
proud to bring your lovely guests to this cordial, lively, and elegant
event. Every effort is being made to keep the costs amenable to general
membershipʹs means. We are aware that the inflationary increases each
year prohibit many from attending. Because many enjoy the amenities
of this facility we are trying to offer an ʹunforgettable eveningʹ at a rea‐
sonable fare, considering it is ʹSan Francisco.ʹ Needless to say we will
once again appreciate the generous patronage of those , whose assistance
is critical in allowing us to provide the artful amenities that define the
evening. We need particular support in the following categories: musical
(Continued on page 10)
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2nd Vice President Report: continued
(Continued from page 9)

.

performers, meals for entertainers and honored guests, complimentary
(wee) malts at each ʹsettingʹ, and floral gifts to the ladies. If any of you
can contact me in the near future concerning these matters, I would be
most appreciative. I certainly believe that your gracious support to keep
this splendid tradition alive, should be duly noted! Thank you for your
considerations.

DON'T MISS THESE MONTHLY PROGRAMS
21 June ‐ A special speaker from the City of San Francisco Parks De‐
partment providing historical and current information on John Maclaren
Park
18 October ‐ Society Bard, Mary Gilbert, addresses upon her return
from a visit to the U.K. on the political climate that resonates in Scotland,
England, Wales, and Northern Ireland. Considering the latest election,
her topic may not be limited to the unifying concerns over ʹclimate
warming.ʹ
15 November ‐ What do you really know about Scottish Cooking? Is
it really as awful as some may say? Quite to the contrary says, Vivian
Hausserman, who will give us a live culinary performance on the subject
in time for the holiday season. Be prepared for recipes & ʹgoodies.ʹ
20 December ‐ Just because you attended the earlier SASSF offering
of the seasonal ball does not infer that the firehouse has locked its dors to
Christmas celebration. Come, come ye all, and celebrate an Old fashion
evening of singing, special music, good fellowship, and tasty tidings of
great joy.

LEST WE FORGET
There are members in our midst who need our continual prayers,
and concerns: Kristian Mullens, PP John Ritchie, PP Dick Childs, PP
Gerard Samples, Selby Hausserman, and many other that we should ac‐
knowledge. Keep us posted on any members that we should embrace in
friendship and support. We stand on the benevolent concerns of our for‐
bearers. We still care.
(Continued on page 11)
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2nd Vice President Report: continued
: continued
(Continued from page 10)

ALWAYS LOOKING FOR MEMBERS WITH 'SPECIAL
TALENTS'

BOTERKOEK

I am so stimulated by the eclectic, and diversities of our growing
membership. We have not solicited enough to reveal the great depths
of interest, accomplishments, and valuable resources within our own
ranks. Please come forward and help us become better acquainted
with you, and offer those opportunities for your own fulfillment, and
our mutual benefit. We have so many opportunities to serve, and
meet new friends. We intend that being a member of this society pro‐
vide a positive expression to your life. We welcome your ʹnewʹ ideas
and talents without which we are ʹthe poorer.ʹ

ents together with the fork un‐
til it forms fine balls, almost
like a pie crust. Press this mass
into a 13ʺ x 9ʺ flat pan; pressing
it down into the pan will solid‐
ify this crumbly mixture. Bake
at 325 (preheated) till golden
brown‐‐around 25 to 35 min‐
utes. Allow to cool before cut‐
ting into diamonds or bars (or
other geometrics?). As you
know, there are no calories in
these, so indulge yourself!
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1088 Green Street
San Francisco, CA
94133‐3604

Guest speaker: Donald Wilson of
Saint Andrew’s of Sacramento.
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