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Scotland to split from UK and 'be a nation
again'?
With a referendum looming, critics allege an independent Scotland would likely be at odds with the US on many issues
By Ian Johnston
msnbc.com
updated 6/7/2011 5:52:40 AM ET
LONDON — It is the nation that once ran the largest empire the world has
ever known, a country so powerful that it claimed to ʺrule the wavesʺ in a patri‐
otic anthem.
But last month a ʺpolitical tsunamiʺ struck the United Kingdom and this once‐
(Continued on page 6)
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A Message from Our President
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3rd Monday of the month, at
7:30 PM. Light refreshments
served after the meeting.
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Elly Sturm,
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J. Robert Logan, Chairman
William Cummings, Sr.
William Cummings, Jr.
Fiona Allan

Dear Members and Society
Friends:
“Thank you!” to Donna Tuggel,
who did a fabulous job and gave us a
superb presentation at our May meet‐
ing, highlighting the new Walt Dis‐
ney Foundation Museum at the Presi‐
dio.
On a sad note, longtime member
Jack Sutherland passed away on May
17. Jack and fellow member Bill Ber‐
riman were the keystones in the for‐
mation of the Prince Charles Pipe
Band in 1968. (Some of you may
know that Jack’s son, Ken, is Pipe Major of the Prince Charles Grade
II band.) The Society was represented at the funeral held at the Pres‐
byterian Church in Larkspur on June 5th.
Regrettably, new member, architect Robbin MacDonald suffered
a severe stroke last week and currently is in ICU. We wish her a
speedy recovery. And speaking of recovery, I am happy to be back
playing golf. The broken arm is slowly mending and I’m down to
just two physical therapy sessions per week.
We look forward to being entertained at our next meeting, June
20, by the Scottish engineers who maintain the last surviving liberty
ship from World War II, the Jeremiah O’Brien. I hope we will be
able to have our Members’ Dinner Night aboard this vessel on Sep‐
tember 19.
Hope to see all your bright and shiny faces at Green Street on
June 20. Remember, this will be our last meeting prior to the summer
break. We don’t meet during July and August. Details for our September
Members’ Dinner will follow.
Aye,

John Grant Allison
President

St. Andrew’s Society
of San Francisco
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Upcoming Events
Membership meeting
Program Topic: Scottish Engineers

St. Andrew’s Society of
SF & Related Calendar of
Events for 2011
Membership meeting
June 20th
Scottish Engineers
The Scottish Engineer: the
greatest generation pre‐
serves the Jeremiah OʹBrien
for future generations
July 18th
No Meeting this month
August 15th
No Meeting this month
Membership meeting
September 19th
Clark Chelsey, Ph.D
Scottish Philosophers and
the Founding Fathers

Membership meeting
October 17th
To Be Confirmed
Membership meeting
November 21st
British Consul General
Scotland and the UK: an‐
nual review from the British
Consul General
Membership meeting
December 19th
Erskine Trust‐supporting
Scotlandʹs Heroes
Erskine: Meeting Yester‐
dayʹs and Todayʹs Needs.
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER CHAT
CHAPLAIN'S CORNER CHAT
As we go about our daily lives, making plans for the future and
wrapped up in that which pertains to our own immediate sphere of life,
we as members of a benevolent and caring Society, want also to remember
those in our organization who need our prayers and thoughtful concern.

Some of you may already be aware that Robbin McDonald Conway
suffered a stroke on May 20th and was in a Marin hospital ICU for a num‐
ber of days; her husband Steve has been in touch with a couple of our
members, keeping us apprised of Robbinʹs condition and progress. She
would probably enjoy receiving cards which Steve can bring to her hospi‐
tal room, rather than phone calls, so for those who donʹt have the new ros‐
ter, here is her (snail‐mail) address:
10 Humboldt Avenue San Anselmo, CA 94960
Those wishing to monitor Robbin’s recovery can visit a blog setup for
this at: http://robbinsrecovery.tumblr.com/
Another member, Selby Haussermann, was recently involved in an
automobile accident which hospitalized him with multiple and serious
bone fractures; he was just released to go home on Saturday, the 20th of
May, where he is able to maneuver with the use of a wheelchair, walker
and crutches. With therapy, he hopes to be walking, unimpeded, in a few
weeks. Selbyʹs phone number and mailing address (P.O. Box 2142,
(Continued on page 5)
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER CHAT continued
(Continued from page 4)

Novato, CA 94948) are also in the new directory, and itʹs my guess he
would really appreciate a call or card.
ʺOne of our longtime members, John H. Sutherland, passed away re‐
cently. He joined the Society in 1957 and was instrumental, as a Board mem‐
ber, in leading the now renowned Prince Charles Pipers Band; he traveled
to Scotland with the Band on several of their award‐winning tours, and, al‐
though his position was not that of Director, his leadership was highly re‐
spected and appreciated.
Mr. Sutherlandʹs memorial service will be on Sunday, 5 June, at 3:00
p.m., at the Redwoods Presbyterian Church, 101 Magnolia Avenue, Lark‐
spur, CA.
We offer our condolences to Mr. Sutherlandʹs family.ʺ
There are many more among our membership whose health or other life
situation may be difficult to face; if youʹre aware of them, please remember
how something as seemingly small as a phone call or a note can mean so
much to a person who thinks he or she is alone in facing a particular hard‐
ship.
And as important as our own immediate environment and plans seem,
itʹs good to be reminded that certain aspects of our future are beyond our
own control; tomorrow‐‐or even the next few minutes‐‐may bring on unex‐
pected and unwelcome events. Letʹs savor the present and help one another
travel this journey called Life with a spirit of compassion, joy and generos‐
ity.

Cheers,
Elisabeth Sturm, SASSF Chaplain
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SCOTLAND TO SPLIT FROM UK ...continued
(Continued from page 1)

mighty state faces being broken up.
An astonishing victory for nationalists in the Scottish parliamentary
elections means it is almost certain that a referendum will be held within
five years on whether Scotland should leave the U.K.
independent country.

and become an

The Scottish National Party (SNP) won 69 out of 129 seats in Edin‐
burghʹs Holyrood parliament, with about 45 percent of the vote, up by
more than 12 percentage points. Their three main rival parties — Labour,
the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats — all lost ground.
Polls currently suggest only a
third of Scots back independ‐
ence, but the unionist cam‐
paign is in disarray and the
nationalists boast a leader
who even his opponents ad‐
mit is a highly skilled political
operator.
Alex Salmond, Scotlandʹs first
minister and leader of the
SNP, is the man plotting the
Alex Salmond, Scotland's first minister, sings with a
demise of the 304‐year‐old
choir while campaigning on March 30 in Peebles,
Scotland. He plans to hold a referendum on leaving union of the two countries. He
the U.K. within five years.
hopes his fellow citizens will
heed the message of another
tune, ʺFlower of Scotland,ʺ the unofficial national anthem which urges
Scots to ʺrise now and be a nation again.ʺ
While the U.K. has been one of Americaʹs staunchest allies — often
concerned with the state of the so‐called ʺspecial relationshipʺ between
the two countries — an independent Scotland would likely be at odds
with the U.S. on many issues.
Editor’s note: For continued reading please go to: http://
www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43077321/ns/world_news‐europe
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To the membership,
I wanted to let our St. Andrews Society membership know about the
upcoming ʺSongs and Music of Scotlandʺ concert which will be pre‐
sented by the MacIntosh Pipe Band on Wednesday, August 31,
2011. The concert will take place at Henry Hall School in Larkspur and
will feature Isla St Clair, one of Scotlandʹs foremost singers, along with
the MacIntosh Pipe Band and dancers from the San Jose School of High‐
land Dancing. It should be an outstanding evening of Scottish music.

I would very much appreciate your including the details of the con‐
cert in the upcoming edition(s) of the St. Andrewʹs Society monthly
newsletter as I think many of our members would have an interest in at‐
tending. Attached to this e‐mail is a pdf file of our concert poster which
includes information about tickets, etc. Also attached are separate im‐
ages of the MacIntosh Pipe Band and Isla St Clair.
I will be at the meeting this coming Monday at the firehouse. If you
have any questions we can chat then or feel free to contact me at any
time. It might also be a good idea to include my name and contact info
in the newsletter so I can respond to any inquiries.
Thank You,

Bill McKown
Tel: 415‐927‐7731
e‐mail: bmckown@comcast.net
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OVER AND ABOVE: Gifts to the Society
ST. ANDREW’S HONOR ROLL ($1000 to $5000)
Thomas E. Kasinger

ST. ANDREW’S SPONSOR ($500 to $1000)
Rosie and David J. Colt
William D. MacQuattie, Jr.
Sue and John B. Ritchie

ST. ANDREW’S SUPPORTER (up to $500)
Kalco Properties, Inc
William C. Blair, M.D.
Adriane and Col. James W. Campbell
Deborah and Jeffery T. Griffith
Diana and Robert J. Logan
Kate and John A. Lord
Donald MacDonald Architects
Linda and Gerald W. MacKay
Ellen and Glen McLaughlin
Fred S. Nagle
Maria and John R. Pitcairn
Rosie and Donald M. Sanford
Ruth and David B. Stronach
Marilyn Van Story
Lucille and G. Russell Wiley

Patron Life Members
Life Members who have elected to make additional contributions for 2010.

Wade Hughan
John Lord
Gerry Sample
Don Sanford
Brian Tulloch
Jim Campbell
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