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March 2019

President’s Message
Dear St. Andrew’s Society,

It’s St Patrick’s Day as I write this, and I am thinking about 
change. Early this month, our Trustees and Officers came  

together for a morning of Professional Development. In the 
past 10 years, some aspects of the Society have changed tre-
mendously, and as leaders we were keenly aware that the best 
way to work with change is to actively engage with it, rather 
than passively let it take hold of us. We are stewards of a long-
standing organization, and as such, want to do the best that we 
can to keep it growing, flourishing and meaningful as the world 
changes. 

The inclusion of women as members is perhaps the largest and 
most obvious change, but there have been, and continue to be, 
notable others. There is a lively and strong British and Scottish 
community throughout the Bay Area and we have undertaken 
the enjoyable work of strengthening our ties with kindred or-
ganizations such as the British American Business Council, 
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March 2019 Featured Speaker—Brian Cooper “The 
Great Highland Bagpipe: Past, Present, Future”

Brian Cooper will be speaking about the history and tra-
dition of the Great Highland Bagpipes. This will include 
story telling, poetry and, of course, bagpipe playing. 
Brian will also speak to the current landscape of pipes and 
drums in the Bay Area, as well as his passion and vision for 
youth development.

the Caledonian Club of San Francisco, the Pleasan-
ton-Blairgowrie—Fergus Sister City Organization 

(PBFSCO) and the Oakland St Andrew’s Society.

In pursuit of our mission 
that concentrates on schol-
arships, three years ago we 
forged an alliance with the 
University of Edinburgh 
to support a graduate student 
from the Bay Area to study at 
the University.

President’s Message, continued on page 2

http://babcsf.org
http://www.caledonian.org
http://www.pbfsco.org
http://www.pbfsco.org
https://standrewsofoakland.org
https://www.ed.ac.uk
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Continued from page 1

President’s Message

Click here
for more information and if you wish to join.

The Society now has a reading group for 
members to share their thoughts and 

recommendations on their favorite books.

Saint Andrew’s Society of 
San Francisco Reading Group

The San Francisco-Edinburgh Capital City Scholarships pro-
gram funds at $25,000 annually, half from the Society and half 
from the University. Our first student is now in her third year of 
the program, working to complete a PhD. With this first cycle 
of scholarships ending, we got together with our Edinburgh 
partners to reflect on the program and think about the future.  
We discussed some changes that will allow us to support more 
students, and reach underserved Scottish students, which pro-
motes our values and mission and matches one of the Univer-
sity’s outreach areas as well.

This, our first partnership 
with a Scottish university, has 
proved to be the seedling for 
our next developing partner-
ship, supporting a program 
with the University of Cali-
fornia (Cal) and St Andrew’s 
University. Our past President, David Campbell, has introduced 
us to the Director of Cal’s Institute of European Studies, 
and along with St Andrew’s University in Scotland, we are 
helping to support four students on an exchange program, two 
from Cal and two from St Andrew’s. We are also helping sup-
port Allan Little, a well-known Scottish figure in Broadcasting 
and the arts and cultural life of Scotland, who will be speaking 
at the Firehouse on April 5th. These first steps, we hope, will 
lead to an Institute of Scottish Studies at Cal, the first of its 
kind in the US.

Our Society, small in membership and resources compared to 
these Universities, has become an amazing example of what 
happens when change creates opportunities to fulfill our mis-
sion and help Scottish culture, contemporary and traditional, 
flourish here and in Scotland. Society connections and outreach, 
and the willingness to change, have given the Society a chance 
to grow to match the needs of 21st Century. These changes sup-
port Scottish and Scottish American culture, and at the same 
time, support and sustain the traditions that flourish in both. 
And that’s the kind of change that keeps the St Andrew’s Society 
healthy, vibrant and relevant.

Warmly,

Francesca M. McCrossan 
President, St Andrew’s Society of San Francisco

The SASSF and UC Berkeley’s Institute of European Studies (IES) newly 
partnering in support of Scottish Studies. Pictured with trustee David 
Campbell from UCB / IES (L to R) Director Jeroen Dewulf, Program 
Manager Julia Nelson, and Administrative Director Gia White.

https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/773415-st-andrew-s-society-sf
https://ies.berkeley.edu/about
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-night-with-allan-little-former-bbc-correspondent-tickets-58606966013
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Join us for a Night with Allan Little 
Former BBC Correspondent

April 5th, 7pm – 8.30pm

We are proud to present a night with Allan Little, the former BBC correspondent, who 
specialized most of his career in foreign affairs. Allan will be discussing his views on Brexit, 
followed by an informal cocktail hour / meet and greet.

Allan Little was born in South West Scotland and studied Politics and Modern History at the 
University of Edinburgh (MA, 1982). He joined the BBC in 1983 and has been an on-air 
correspondent since 1985.

He reported the fall of Communism in Eastern Europe in 1989. He covered the first Golf 
War from the Iraqi capital Baghdad in 1990 and 1991. He then spent four years, from 1991-
1995 reporting the breakup of Yugoslavia, where he co-authored (with Laura Silber) a book 
on the conflict (Death of Yugoslavia, Penguin, 1995).

In 1995 he moved to Johannesburg to become the BBC’s Africa correspondent, reporting 
from across the continent. IN 1997 he was appointed Moscow correspondent. In 1999 he 
returned to London as a Special Correspondent, during which time he reported the second 
Gulf War, from both the allied side and again from Iraq. From 2003 to 2005, Little acted as 
Paris Correspondent.

Little has received many awards for his journalism, including Sony Radio Reporter of the 
Year, Amnesty International Reporter of the Year, Bayeux War Correspondent of the Year 
and the Charles Wheeler Award for Outstanding Contribution to Broadcast Journalism.

He is an Honorary Fellow in History at the University of Edinburgh. He has been Chairman 
of the Edinburgh International Book Festival since 2015 and more recently is a Senior Fel-
low at UC Berkeley, CA.

Little is married to the journalist and broadcaster Sheena McDonald. They live in Edinburgh.

We are delighted to host this event and hope that you will join us.

TICKETS: While this is a free event, seating will be limited, and hence tickets are required. 
Please obtain your free ticket here: www.eventbrite.com

EVENT DETAILS:

7.00pm: A discussion with Allan Little

7.30pm Approx: Cocktail Hour

Location:  Firehouse, 1088 Green Street,  
San Francisco, CA

Appetizers & Refreshments will be served

TICKETS

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-night-with-allan-little-former-bbc-correspondent-tickets-58606966013
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-night-with-allan-little-former-bbc-correspondent-tickets-58606966013
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Our Records: The Borrowed 
Wedding Dress
In 1943 there were 38,271 marriages in Scotland. This was 

9,131 fewer than the previous year and 15,251 fewer than in 
1940 – a year which had witnessed an increase in marriages fol-
lowing the outbreak of war in September 1939.

Of the 38,271 marriages, 
33,051 were solemnised by a 
minister of religion, and 5,207 
were civil marriages. A further 
13 were registered on produc-
tion of a decree of declarator 
of the Court of Session.

By 1943 the Second World 
War was in its fourth year. 
Rationing had limited the 
availability of everyday items 
including petrol, introduced 
in 1939, food in 1940, and 
clothing in 1941. The pressure 
to create an unprecedented 
quantity of military uniforms 
led the British government to 
try to protect the amount of 
fabric being used for civilian 
dress, and limit the amount 
of labour being used to create 
it. During the war, around a 
quarter of the British popula-
tion were required to wear 
a uniform of some kind as a 
member of the armed forces, women’s auxiliary forces or one of 
the uniformed voluntary forces or organisations.

When clothes rationing was first introduced, every adult was 
given 66 points worth of coupons to last a year. By 1943 this 
had been reduced to 40 and by 1945 cut to 24. The amount of 
points a piece of clothing cost was determined by the labour 
used to produce it, and the amount of material used in its 
construction. A pair of stockings, for example, cost around 2 
coupons, a man’s shirt around 8 and a dress around 11. In addi-
tion to a cost in coupons, items of clothing also had a monetary 
value to be paid.

Whilst fashion became more economical in design, men and 
women were both still encouraged to take pride in their appear-
ance. For many couples, this was never more important than on 
their wedding day. Despite a shortage in fabric, many women 
still wanted to wear a traditional wedding dress. Even Princess 
Elizabeth, on her marriage to Philip Mountbatten in 1947, con-
served her rationing coupons and received a gift of 200 coupons 
from the British Government to purchase the material required 
for her gown.

Most brides, however, had to be creative. Some dressed in two-
piece outfits or borrowed a family dress. Due to the cost of fab-
ric, a great number of women couldn’t afford the material for 

a wedding dress. Some women improvised and used parachute 
silk and later in the war, nylon parachute fabric.

Influential women tried to help the cause. Barbara Cartland 
placed an advertisement in ‘The Lady’ to buy 2 wedding gowns 
to lend out to brides for the day; over time she collected over 
1,000 of them in a bid to add a touch of glamour to a war time 
wedding. In America, the President’s wife, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
was instrumental in gathering wedding dresses from American 

women to create a ‘pool’ of 
dresses donated for service 
women’s use.

Twenty-three year old Sheila 
Davidson, a Driver in the 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force 
(WAAF) wore a borrowed, 
donated, wedding dress when 
she married Christopher 
Bromham, a Corporal in the 
Royal Air Force Regiment. 
The couple were married on 
16 June 1943 in the Old Par-
ish Church, Melrose. Sheila 
had decided that she would 
prefer not to get married in 
her uniform, an option which 
some women in service chose.

Sheila’s dress had been do-
nated by Mrs George Shaw 
Green who lived in Dayton, 
Ohio. She gifted the dress 
specifically for the use of air-
women who, as the ‘Daily Re-
cord’ reported, did ‘not wish 
to be married in uniform and 
have no coupons to spare for 
the customary outfit.’ Sheila 
was the first woman to wear 
the dress.

Mrs Shaw Green had donated 
more than one dress for Brit-
ish brides to use. Six months 
earlier, on 29 January 1943, 
the ‘Yorkshire Evening Post’ 
reported that 19 year old 
Leading Aircraftwoman Eliza-
beth Stovell, a WAAF meteo-
rologist, was to marry Aircraft-

Sheila on her wedding day wear-
ing the gown donated by Mrs 
Shaw Green (Courtesy of the British 
Newspaper Archive)

A wedding dress made from para-
chute silk, 1948 (Image featured by 
kind permission of Hampshire Cultural 
Trust)

The wedding entry of Sheila Davidson and Christopher Bromham, 16 
June 1943 (National Records of Scotland, Statutory Register of Marriages, 1943, 
799/1 2)

Wedding Dress, continued on page 6

https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/gallery-winchester-discovery-centre
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/gallery-winchester-discovery-centre
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Heinz Widow’s Art Collec-
tion to Benefit the Haw-
thornden Literary Retreat
By Jack Ryder

The widow of H.J. Heinz 
II, who served as presi-

dent of his grandfather’s 
ketchup empire, died last 
year at 103. Now, her estate 
is selling works from her art 
collection at Christie’s across 
several sales in New York and 
London. The sales will benefit 
the Hawthornden Literary 
Retreat at Hawthornden 
Castle in Lasswade, Scotland, 
which she transformed into a 
sanctuary for writers. Works 
on offer include Modigliani’s 
Lunia Czechowska (à la robe 
noire) (1919), estimated 
between $12 million and $18 
million, and Bonnard’s La 
Terrasse (1912), estimated 
between $6 million and $9 million. (New York Times article)

Amedeo Modigliani’s Lunia 
Czechowska (à la robe noire)” 
(1919)

Home of 7th Century  
princess unearthed in  
Coldingham
Archaeologists believe they have found remains of the 
long-lost home of a 7th Century princess in the Borders.

A monastery was founded near the village of Coldingham by 
Princess Æbbe nearly 1,400 years ago.

It was destroyed by Viking raiders in the 9th Century and previ-
ous attempts to pinpoint its location have failed.

However, excavations led by DigVentures have found traces of a 
large, narrow ditch which they believe was the boundary of the 
religious settlement.

The team also uncovered a pile of butchered animal bones 
nearby which radiocarbon dating has just confirmed came from 
between AD660 and AD860.

“The section of boundary ditch we found links up with two other 
ditch sections, and together they seem to encircle Coldingham 
Priory, meaning that the heart of Æbbe’s monastery is some-
where underneath it,” said Manda Forster from DigVentures.

She said the dates put to the bones linked the site to the right 
time frame.

The team uncovered bones which have been dated back to the 7th to 
9th Centuries.

The dig concentrated on ground around Coldingham Priory in  
the Borders.

Coldingham continued on page 6

Scotland’s Best Book
A debut novel about a 

woman who discovers 
the centu ries-old remains 
of a murder victim on her 
crumbling an cestral estate in 
the Outer Hebrides has been 
named Scotland’s book of the 
year by the retailer Water-
stones. The House Between 
Tides by Sarah Maine, picked 
by Waterstones store manag-
ers across the country, follows 
Hetty Deveraux as she p1ans 
to turn a crumbling estate into 
a hotel following the death of 
her last living relative. “This 
atmospheric novel, shrouded 
in mystery and rich with wild 
Scottish landscapes, cleverly weaves to gether the stories of two 
women whose lives are separated by a century... . We knew 
this beautifully crafted novel would resonate strongly with our 
customers,” said Angie Crawford, Waterstones’ Scot tish buying 
manager.

This article was first published in the Spring 2019 issue of Scot-
tish Life magazine.

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/08/arts/design/drue-heinz-christies-auction.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FChristies&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=1&pgtype=collection
https://www.amazon.com/House-Between-Tides-Novel/dp/1501126911/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VYXOOD2STGAS&keywords=the+house+between+tides&qid=1552876519&s=gateway&sprefix=The+House+Between+%2Caps%2C550&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/House-Between-Tides-Novel/dp/1501126911/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VYXOOD2STGAS&keywords=the+house+between+tides&qid=1552876519&s=gateway&sprefix=The+House+Between+%2Caps%2C550&sr=8-1
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“This is pretty much exactly when Æbbe’s monastery was in 
existence.

“Originally built around AD640 it is said to have burned down 
shortly after her death, but was then rebuilt and thrived until it 
was destroyed once again by Viking raiders 200 years later,” she 
added.

Previous attempts to find the monastery had looked at sites 
nearer the coast but this time archaeologists looked further 
inland, to where Coldingham Priory is now located.

“It is brilliant to finally be able to announce that we’ve found 
Æbbe’s monastery, and to confirm that part of it is probably 
underneath Coldingham Priory,” said Ms Forster.

“Æbbe is an extraordinary figure—an example of a powerful 
Anglo Saxon woman who played a big part in establishing Chris-
tianity in the region during the 7th Century.

“Now that we’ve got evidence to pinpoint exactly where her 
monastery was, we can help bring her story back to life,” she 
added.

This article was first published 8 March 2019 on BBC.com.

Continued from page 5

Coldingham

A ditch has revealed what is thought to be the boundary to the  
settlement.

Sheep Vs. Self-Driving Cars

The first driverless public transport will be on British roads 
by 2021, with full-size driverless buses running on a 14-mile 

route between Fife and Edinburgh, according to government 
officials. However, the ultimate test of self-driving vehicles 
will take place further north, said Transport Secretary Michael 
Matheson. “It is important that if this technology is going to 
be used (in rural areas of Scot land), that we can have the same 
level of assurances we may have in our urban areas,” he ex-
plained, adding that wandering sheep, single track roads, farm 
vehicles, hikers, old signs and potholes pose a far greater chal-
lenge to autonomous vehicles than city traffic. The government 
is now working with technology providers on this next phase of 
development and testing.

This article was first published in the Spring 2019 issue of Scot-
tish Life magazine.

The Highlands’ unconventional roads and unique hazards present a 
challenge to autonomous vehicles.

man Cyril Cannell in one of 5 wedding dresses presented to the 
WAAF by Mrs Shaw Green.

The paper noted that Mrs Shaw Green had ‘sent the gowns be-
cause she wanted some of the service women of Britain to have 
the romance of a white wedding in spite of coupons and clothes 
economy.’

This article was first published 7th January 2019 on the scot-
landspeople.gov.uk website.

Continued from page 4

Wedding Dress

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-south-scotland-47495826


7     MARCH  2019 THE  SAINT  ANDREW’S  SOCIETY  OF  SAN FRANCISCO

SAVE THE DATE!

at the 

Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco
Sunday, 5th May, 2019

Approx 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm

 We are thrilled to announce that the Annual Ladies Tea will be hosted on  
Sunday, 5th May at the prestigious Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco. 

Afternoon tea, including champagne reception - $89pp

Tickets can be purchased at: 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/standrewssocietyofsanfrancisco

 If you are interested and would like to reserve your spot now,  
please contact irenewaldman@yahoo.com. Spots will be limited.

Ladies  Afternoon Tea

BUY TICKETS

mailto:irenewaldman%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/standrewssocietyofsanfrancisco/244066/
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Trusted Partners
A list of St. Andrew’s Society’s partner 
organizations, businesses and retailers.

The Caledonian Club  
of San Francisco
312 Maple Avenue 
S. San Francisco, CA 94080 
P: 415-885-6644
info@caledonian.org
caledonian.org

AmeriCeltic
americeltic@gmail.com
americeltic.net

The Erskine Home
Bishopton 
Renfrewshire 
PA7 5PU 
Scotland 
P: +44 (0)141 814 4569
www.erskine.org.uk

John Muir Association
P.O. Box 2433 
Martinez, CA 94553 
P: 925-229-3857
johnmuirassociation.org

The Peninsula Scottish Fiddlers
shauna0829@hotmail.com
thefiddlers.com

Grace Cathedral
1100 California St. 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
P: 415-749-6300
gracecathedral.org

British-American Business Council 
of Northern California
369 Pine Street, Suite 103  
San Francisco, CA 94104
info@babcsf.org
babcsf.org

The University of Edinburgh
Old College 
South Bridge 
Edinburgh 
EH8 9YL 
Scotland 
P: +44 (0)131 650 1000
www.ed.ac.uk

University of Glasgow
Glasgow 
G12 8QQ 
Scotland 
P: +44 (0)141 330 2000
www.gla.ac.uk

Robert Louis Stevenson Museum
1490 Library Lane 
P.O. Box 23 
St. Helena, CA 94574 
P: 707-963-3757
info@stevensonmuseum.org
stevensonmuseum.org

Scotland’s architecture heritage is rich and varied—from 

medieval castles to palatial homes to Georgian town-

houses to cutting-edge modern structures. Sir John Soane 

had a great appreciation for the Scottish architect Robert 

Adam and his understanding of Neoclassical architecture 

and interior design. Join us as we visit an Adam-designed 

townhouse, as well as works by other key architects who 

have left their mark in Scotland, and beyond. We will ex-

amine buildings designed by architects, including William 

Henry Playfair, who transformed Edinburgh in the 1800s, 

and Charles Rennie Mackintosh, known for his Art Nou-

veau-inspired buildings in Glasgow. This exclusive journey 

features private visits to Hawthornden Castle, the Geor-

gian House, Broomhall House, and more.

Register Now!

Click HERE for the full itinerary  

and registration forms.

SOANE TRAVELS:
GLASGOW & EDINBURGH

Exploring Scotland’s 
Architectural Legacy

May 18–26, 2019

mailto:info%40caledonian.org?subject=
http://caledonian.org/index.php
mailto:americeltic%40gmail.com?subject=
http://americeltic.net
http://www.erskine.org.uk
http://johnmuirassociation.org
mailto:shauna0829%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://thefiddlers.com
http://gracecathedral.org
mailto:info%40babcsf.org?subject=
http://babcsf.org
http://www.ed.ac.uk
http://www.gla.ac.uk
mailto:info%40stevensonmuseum.org?subject=
https://stevensonmuseum.org
http://soanefoundation.org/travels.html
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Meeting & Events Schedule
Date Event / Topic Location / Notes

2019

Mon. Mar. 18 Member Meeting (Brian Cooper – Piping Overview) .....................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Sat. April 6 Tartan Day Scottish Faire at Ardenwood ...................................................................................................Fremont, CA

Mon. April 15 Member Meeting (Member Expansion Night & John Conant from William & Glen) ......................1088 Green St., SF

Sat. April 20 John Muir Day / Earth Day celebration ......................................................................................... NPS - Martinez, CA

Sun. May 5 Ladies Afternoon Tea ...................................................................................... Fairmont Hotel, SF
Mon. May 20  Member Meeting (Nigel Heath – National Treasurer and Western Division Chairman of the  

American Priory of the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St. John) ....................................1088 Green St., SF

Mon. June 17  Member Meeting (Fred Rutledge – WW1 Remembrance with a Scottish Lens) ...............................1088 Green St., SF

Mon. July 15 No Meeting (Summer Recess)

Sat. July 20  Summer Ceilidh at Encinal Yacht Club ...................................................................... Alameda, CA
Mon. Aug. 19 No Meeting (Summer Recess)

Aug. 31-Sept. 1 Caledonian Club’s 154th Highland Games & Gathering ...........................................Pleasanton, CA
Mon. Sept. 16 Member Meeting (speaker/topic tbd) ..............................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Mon. Oct. 21 Member Meeting (speaker/topic tbd) ..............................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Sun. Nov. 10 Remembrance Day Service ............................................................................................................ Grace Cathedral, SF

Mon. Nov. 18 Member Meeting (speaker/topic tbd) ..............................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Sat. Dec. 7 156th Annual St. Andrew’s Banquet & Ball ......................................................... Marines’ Club, SF
Mon. Dec. 16 No Meeting due to December 31st. Hogmanay Celebration

Tues. Dec. 31 Hogmanay Celebration .................................................................................... 1088 Green St., SF

2020

Mon. Jan. 20 Member Meeting (speaker/topic tbd)  .............................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Fri. Feb. 7 Annual Robert Burns Supper .............................................................................. The City Club, SF
Mon. Feb. 17 Member Meeting (speaker/topic tbd) ..............................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

About Us

The Saint Andrew’s  
Society of  
San Francisco 
1088 Green Street 
San Francisco, CA  
94133-3604
415-885-6644
www.saintandrews 
societysf.org

Gary Ketchen, 
Newsletter Editor

Membership Meetings

Meetings are held the  
3rd Monday of the 
month, at 7:30 p.m. Light 
supper served before 
the meeting. (Free valet 
parking is provided for 
members’ meetings. muni: 
one block east of Hyde 
St. cable car).

Officers of  
the Society
Francesca McCrossan,  
President 
Allen Cary, First VP
Irené Waldman Costello,  
Second VP 
Ian Baird, Treasurer
Jek Cunningham, Bard
Susan Goodier, Secretary 
(acting) 
Susan Goodier, 
Executive Administrator
Roger Weed, Librarian 
Laurien Fiddes, Chaplain
Fred Macondray, Piper 
Jack Ryder, Historian 
(acting)
Bill Jaggers, Herald
Fred Rutledge, 
Foundation Chair

Trustees
David McCrossan, 
Chairperson 
Jaeame Koyil
David Campbell
Jean Allen 
Jack Ryder
Brian Costello

Board of Relief
Laurien Fiddes, 
Chairperson 
Marilyn Van Story
Biz Obley
Robert Blair, Jr.

Board of Student  
Assistance
Kitty Lenhart, 
Chairperson 

Kristen Ferguson

Marilyn Van Story 
J. Robert Logan 
William Cummings, Sr.
William Cummings, Jr.
Jean Allen

Envoys
Brian Costello, BABC
Roger Weed, Caledonian 
Club of SF
Roger Weed, John Muir 
Association
David Walker, University 
of Edinburgh

http://www.saintandrewssocietysf.org
http://www.saintandrewssocietysf.org
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