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June 2017

 President’s Report
Dear Saint Andrew’s Society of San Francisco: 

It’s hard to believe that with June's arrival—we are now almost 
half way through the year!

Although we will be going on recess (meeting-wise) for the 
Summer months July and August...it promises to be a busy sea-
son nonetheless. Our joint-Societies Ceilidh is on the calendar 
for July 15th, followed in August by a reception that we will be 
hosting for matriculating students and alumni of the University 
of Edinburgh. The Summer then rounds out over Labor Day 
weekend with the annual Pleasanton Highland Games—Sep-
tember 3rd & 4th. One other event to consider this Summer is 
the Scotify Summer Ball which new member Rory Gammell 
will be hosting in the city at the University Club on July 29th.

On a personal note—I will be visiting Scotland for a two week 
journey with Clan Campbell in July...visiting castles and sites 
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Is it too early to talk  
Politics?!

By Irené Waldman Costello, Bard

June 8 was a spectacular day for me. It was my birthday! As is 
my usual tradition, I took the day off work to do something 

   fun. This year, however, my fun (if you can call it that) focused 
on UK politics. I was glued to Sky News Live all day and, with 
my husband, into the late evening watching the election results 
slowly come in, just as we did with the Brexit vote and the Scot-
tish Referendum!

While the focus of the pundits was the Tories’ hubris and the 
message of Corbin’s Labour movement, I was mesmerized 
with the efforts and impact of Ruth Davidson, the leader of 
the Scottish Conservatives, who helped Theresa May secure 13 
seats north of the border (12 more than last time). She is, in my 
opinion, unarguably a pivotal reason why the Prime Minister 
has been able to hold on to power post the election.

I presume that her aim was simply to increase her share of the 
vote to gain seats in order to stop another independence refer-
endum from taking place. If so, then she is no doubt in celebra-
tion mode as she has achieved those goals.

However, along the way she also managed to save the wider 
Conservative Party and keep them in government, which for 
some, is an even greater feat, given the uprising of the Labour 
party, enabled by Jeremy Corbin touching the young hearts and 
minds of the country.

It is my opinion that Ms. Davidson has been the political 
“North Star”, shining for an otherwise bleak campaign by the To-
ries. Indeed, the Tory party did so well that both Alex Salmond, 
the former Scottish First Minister, and Angus Robertson, the 
Scottish National Party's leader in Westminster, lost their seats 
to Conservative candidates.

Ms. Davidson is an unlikely hero for the Tories. At the young 
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of historic and family interest. I’m looking forward to it very 
much...I’ll be sure to send a postcard!

On a similar note, dear members—please let us know of your 
Summer plans...especially if they involve a trip overseas, 

to Scotland, or pertain to somewhere or something of Scottish 
interest.

Going back in time briefly to our May meeting—we were 
inspired by Justine Kelly’s message from Scottish Development 
International...who updated us on what’s going on over at SDI.

Also at last month’s meeting, having touted Society Piper Jek 
Cunningham’s fantastic portrait...I wanted to report that the 
portrait has been hung, such that Jek’s likeness, in addition to 
his piping, now graces our meeting room entryway.

Lastly, a brief mention of June’s upcoming meeting on Mon-
day the 19th—which will feature a Scotch whisky virtual tour, 
facilitated by Roger Weed. Roger will walk us through a tasting 
of the five regions; and will be also be sampling a special Scot-
tish brew—a Stuart family recipe Traquair—referred to as the 

“single malt” of Scottish ales. Furthermore, Traquair House 
claims to be ‘Scotland’s Oldest Inhabited House. Visited by 27 
Scottish Kings and Queens—Traquair dates back to 1107 and 
has been lived in by the Stuart family since 1491.’

It should be quite an evening...come share a wee dram and 
partake of the rich history and flavors of Scotland.

See you on the 19th!

Yours in Scotland,

David Campbell,

President

Continued from page 1
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Traquair House

age of 38, her background differs greatly to those of the Eton-
ians who overwhelmingly populate her political interactions.  
(For those who do not know the definition of an Etonian, it is 
someone who studied at Eton, typically incredibly posh and 
likely be often-spotted wearing tweed!). Conversely, Ms. Da-
vidson grew up in a working-class family, spending most of her 
adult life in Glasgow. Glasgow is the largest city in Scotland, the 
fourth largest city in the United Kingdom and the 40th larg-
est city in the European Union and has an urban population 
of 1,209,143. (Just a couple of year ago, Glasgow was ranked 
as the UK's most violent area in “The UK Peace Index,” from 
the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP), which stated the 
city had the highest rates of homicides and violent crime.  The 
study, which looked at 10 areas, described it as “the least peace-
ful major urban center,” with London and Belfast in second 
and third place. This is clearly in stark contrast to the Etonian 
pedigree of her opponents and compatriots; which may be part 
of her appeal.

But I digress! Ms. Davidson worked as a BBC journalist and 
signaler in the Territorial Army (before becoming an Army 

Reservist) and went on to study at Glasgow University, eventu-
ally entering politics in 2009.

She began her political career by unsuccessfully standing in the 
Glasgow North East by-election in 2009, but was voted into 
Scottish Parliament in 2011.

Like Scottish Mhairi Black (the current Baby of the House as 
the youngest member in the House of Commons of the United 
Kingdom—being just 20 years old, making her the youngest MP 
elected to the House of Commons since, at least, the Reform 
Act of 1832 when she was elected in May 2015), and Scottish 
Labour leader Kezia Dugdale, (who has been the Leader of 
the Scottish Labour Party since 15 August 2015), Davidson is 
openly gay and speaks publicly about her relationship with her 
partner, Jen Wilson.

Her background, sexuality, and openness form part of her broad 
appeal and she has gone out of her way to present herself as the 
politician everyday people relate to.

The self-described “tough old bird” has used her sturdy disposi-
tion and perseverance to tackling abuse and homophobia to set 
herself apart from her peers.

However, as a practicing Christian, she struggled with her sexu-
ality for years before eventually deciding not to “live a lie.” In an 
interview with BBC Radio Scotland she said “I thought I was 
destined for the big white wedding and the chap on my arm 
and all the rest of it, and then it wasn’t to be. I didn’t come out 
until my mid-twenties. I’d known for a few years before that.”

Although she is not a sitting MP in Westminster, after her 
performance during the general election campaign, she is being 
touted as a potential future leader of the main party.

Who would have thought that Scotland would be the savior of a 
Tory government?

Continued from page 1
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Finding A Chief
By Dr. Bruce Durie

Some are born chiefs, some become chiefs 
and some have chiefship thrust upon them. 

It’s an easy matter for those clans and families 
who have always had a chief and where there 
is an obvious successor. For example, Jamie 
MacNab became 24th Chief of MacNab in 
2013 on the sad passing of his father. 

It is more difficult where there used to be a 
chief, but has not been for some time. The Bu-
chanans are currently seeking to identify, and 
have recognized, the rightful heir of the chiefly 
line, vacant for more than 330 years.

The situation is more complex still where there 
never was a chief, but the surname group seeks 
to establish one. This is the process the MacAl-
pines have recently com pleted; a commander 
is likely to be appointed very soon, with that 
person becoming chief (barring challenges 
from a better candidate within three to five 
years). 

There are those who claim that this process 
is antiquated, or that it is unjustified to have 
a chief who resides outside of Scotland. On 
the first point, while modern chiefs no longer 
expect to lead their clan or family in battle, or 
demand rents and levies from those around, 
there is an up-to-date role to be filled—the 
clan or family is able to speak with one voice 
through one person, recognized legally as the 
head, and can represent the interests of the 
surname worldwide. 

On the second point, it is an acci dent of his-
tory that some Scots stayed in Scotland and 
some moved overseas. No one challenges the 
chiefs of Davidson or MacNeill of Raasay on 
the grounds that they live abroad. Likewise, it 
may be that the best candidate does not live 
in Scotland. Claimants to the Scottish throne, 
after all, have tended to live beyond Scotland’s 
borders! 

Will Currie be a clan? Probably not. Histori-
cally, there never was a Clan Currie or Clan 
MacMhuirich, with territories and a quasi-mil-
itary structure. The term “family” is probably 
inappropriate for Currie, as it indicates the 
Lowlands. The MacMhuirichs, however, were 
proud Highlanders and hereditary bards to a 
number of clans. They were truly a “learned 
kindred,” which may be the best designation 
for Currie. 

The Lord Lyon will decide, of course, if and 
when he recognises a Chief of Name and Arms 
of Currie. 

And that’s where we’re all headed. 

Dr. Bruce Durie, PhD, QG, is a well-known 
Scottish genealogist, heraldist and historian, 
with Right of Audience at the Court of the 
Lord Lyon. 

This article was first published in the  May/
June 2017 edition of The Highlander magazine.

While one Tory leader trudged to see the Queen, wondering if her own party wants to keep 
her, another, Ruth Davidson is most likely basking in the glow of her victory, securing her 

leadership—even if she was not even standing in the first place.

My how the world turns!

Continued from page 2

 Politics
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In 2013, a “lost” Robert Burns por trait bought at auction 
and cov ered with dust was authenticated as an Alexander 

Nasmyth painting. It is believed to be the fourth version of a 
portrait that was painted by Nas myth, a contemporary of Burns, 
with the other versions now hanging in the Scottish National 
Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh, the Kelvingrove Art Gallery, 
Glasgow, and the National Portrait Gallery, London. 

When the painting was cleaned, the owner discovered a series 
of tiny letters and symbols—such as a comet and hooded 
figures—that were nearly invisible to the naked eye. And now, 
after two years of research 
and examinations of this and 
other paintings by Nasmyth, 
Burns expert and writer Jerry 
Brannigan believes the tiny 
marks are Masonic symbols, 
placed in the paintings by the 
artist, who, along with Burns, 
was a high-ranking member of 
the Freemasons.

Brannigan, who coauthored 
the book Robert Burns 
in Edinburgh and helped 
investigate the painting’s 
identity, said he had been 
alerted to the symbols after 
the owner contacted him to 
say he thought he could see 
a name on it. “I took lots of 
photographs of it—because 
of the way the painting is 
painted, with oils and glazes, 
you can only see some things 
if the daylight is shining on a 
particular angle and you can 
hold the painting to move it 
about,” said Brannigan.

“One of these photographs 
showed up an area in the 
background over Burns’ 
shoulder and it turned out to be a representation of a comet—
this was a bit of surprise. That led me to look at two other pho-
tos and I discovered two areas on his face—one on his forehead, 
where there are numbers or figures. Then there is another little 
row again to the side of his forehead, at an angle, with four or 
five letters.”

Brannigan said Halley’s Comet was in the sky when Burns was 
born, often seen to herald the birth of a great person. But he 
said it could also be interpreted as a symbol of the masonic 
Blazing Star, one of the most important symbols of Freema-
sonry. He also said scrutiny of other photographs revealed two 
areas on Burns’ forehead where there appears to be a series of 
sym bols and letters, possibly signifying Burns’ status of a Royal 
Arch Mason. 

Brannigan also uncovered simi lar mysterious tiny letters and 
sym bols in the other paintings of Burns by Nasmyth, which 
he had exam ined at the Scottish National Portrait Gallery and 
Kelvingrove Art Gallery. He added that land scape paintings by 
Nasmyth also contained possible Masonic sym bols, including a 
tiny shadowy fig ure that can be seen in “A View of Edinburgh 
from the West,” which could represent a hooded monk standing 
in a darkened entrance— an allusion to the Knights Templar. 

It is known Burns visited the village of Roslin with Alexander 
Nasmyth. Nearby is Rosslyn Chapel, which gained worldwide 

attention for its supposed 
links with the Knights 
Templar and Freemasonry 
after the publication of Dan 
Brown’s hit novel The Da 
Vinci Code. Brannigan said: 

“They would have been very 
aware of Rosslyn Chapel 
and its connections with 
Freemasonry. It is more than 
likely that Nasmyth and Burns 
would have visited Rosslyn 
Chapel together. This is a bit 
like the Da Vinci code for 
paintings—the same kind of 
myste rious signs and emblems 
that run through everything. 

“There is a Masonic saying of 
‘hidden in plain sight.’ It is 
very true as things are kind of 
hidden right in front of you. 
Some of these letters are only 
one millimetre high—they 
would be done with the stron-
gest magnifying glass he could 
get and a brush with one hair.” 

Brannigan added: “I think 
some times he is just putting 
so much detail into paintings 
that he is just doing it for a 

bit of fun. Nothing is there by accident.” Imogen Gibbon, chief 
curator and deputy director of the Scottish National Portrait 
Gallery in Edinburgh, said Brannigan had examined the portrait 
of Burns in the gallery as part of his research, using high-res-
olution photography to look for marks not visible to the naked 
eye. She said: “It’s always fascinating to broaden our knowledge 
of the works in our collection, and open up different areas of 
research, so we’ll be interested to hear how the photo graphs 
might support his theories.”

This article was first published in the May/June 2017 edition of 
The Highlander magazine.

Robert Burns Painting Reveals Secret Masonic Symbols

This Nasmyth portrait of Burns hangs in the Scottish National Portrait 
Gallery in Edinburgh.
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Click here for more information
Information about Pacifica Performances can be found here.

The Peter Dauldry Band
Pacifica Performances
July 15, 2017 at 7:00 pm

Click here for more information.

152nd Scottish Highland Gathering  
and Games at the Alameda County
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton, California
September 2–3, 2017

   Summer Ball 2017    
The

Black tie & Tartan
Dinner & Scottish Dancing
Live Scottish Band and other secrets
Tickets: $100 on eventbrite.com. Type: ‘scotify’
All proceeds to The St Andrews Hospice

6pm till midnight
Saturday 29th July

University Club of San Francisco

The Scotify Summer Ball 2017
University Club of San Francisco
July 29, 2017

Visit eventbrite.com for more information and to purchase tickets.

https://www.peterdaldry.com/home
http://pacificaperformances.org
http://www.thescottishgames.com/index.php
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-scotify-summer-ball-2017-tickets-34997313908
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To whom it may concern,

We are running an archaeological field school in the 
Scottish Highlands in June next year. Participants will be 
involved in researching, surveying and recording a series 
of historical and archaeological sites associated with the 
Jacobite rebellions and Highland Clearances of 18th 
Century Scotland. Training will be provided in archaeo-
logical recording practices including historical analyses, 
map regression, archaeological field survey, technical 
drawing, photography, building recording and GIS. I have 
attached full details of the field school and an 
application form and would appreciate if you could 
forward this to your archaeology department mailing list 
or anyone you think may find it useful. If you have any 
queries please don’t hesitate to contact me, you can find 
more information on our organisation at www.harpar-
chaeology.co.uk. I look forward to hearing from you. 
Best wishes – Ian Hill

Gaelic USA
Scottish Gaelic Foundation 
of the USA / Urras Gàidhlig 
nan Stàitean Aonaichte is a 
501c3 tax exempt public 
charity working to reclaim 
and revitalize the language 
and heritage of the Scot-
tish Highlands in America, 
and to build bridges between communities of all sorts, 
including academia.

Mission: GaelicUSA fosters greater appreciation of the 
diversity in American culture by recovering and celebrat-
ing Scottish Gaelic language and history, and coordinat-
ing with and strengthening today’s Gaelic community in 
the United States. We welcome anyone with an interest 
in participating in Scottish Gaelic culture and heritage.

For more information please visit the website at gaeli-
cusa.org and read our latest newsletter.

http://www.harparchaeology.co.uk/field-schools/archaeology-of-eighteenth-century-scotland
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxoYXJwYXJjaGFlb2xvZ3l8Z3g6MmU0NmRjMTBmMjI0MGZiYg
http://www.harparchaeology.co.uk
http://www.harparchaeology.co.uk
https://gaelicusa.org
https://gaelicusa.org
https://gaelicusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/2017-Bealltainn-1.pdf
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SUMMER CEILIDH 
July 15th 

Organized  by: PBFSCO, Caledonian Club of San Francisco,  
St. Andrew’s Society of  San Francisco, St. Andrew’s Society of Oakland 

 
Please drink responsibly 

Encinal Yacht Club 
1251 Pacic Marina (Alameda) 

5:00 pm—Registra�on / No Host Bar 
6:00 pm—Whisky Tas�ng (by Alan Purves) 
7:00 pm—Buffet Dinner 
8:30 pm—Ceilidh Dancing 

Please print legibly, complete this form and mail with check (payable to PBFSCO) by July 8th to:  
PBFSCO  PO Box 10162 v Pleasanton, CA  94588  

 
Name               
           (Reserva on Name) 
 
Telephone _____________________ Email          
 

Whisky Tas�ng $15 x  ______ $______ 
 
Dinner & Ceilidh $45 x  ______ $______ 
 
Total Check Amount   $______ 

 
Tickets can also be purchased online through:  
www.pbfsco.org or h p://Ceilidh2017.bpt.me 

 
Tickets will not be mailed—available by will call at the door 

Informa on/Ques ons?  

Come, put on your dancing shoes and join us for a  
Summer Ceilidh. A fun evening with good music, good 
dancing, good friends, good food and a Whisky Tas�ng. 



9     JUNE 2017 THE  ST. ANDREW’S  SOCIETY  OF  SAN FRANCISCO

Join dancers from near & far for an 
unforgettable weekend of Scottish country 
dancing at Asilomar. Featuring teachers ~ 
Fred DeMarse, Chandi McCracken, Mary 
Murray, Sue Porter & Gary Thomas, with 
music by Hood, Wink & Swagger, Laura 
Risk & Nicholas Williams. 
Accepting applications from April 1, 2017  
Questions? Contact Asilomar Weekend Chair, Patti 
Cobb at pkcobb23@gmail.com  
More details & to apply, visit us at:

“Magnificent!” 
“Absolutely fantastic & the best dancing weekend 

I have ever encountered.”

asilomar.rscds-sf.org
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Meeting & Events Schedule
Date Event / Topic Location / Notes

2017

Mon. June 19  Member Meeting (The Stuarts and Traquair) ...................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Sat. July 15  Summer Ceilidh at Encinal Yacht Club ...................................................................... Alameda, CA
Mon. July 17 No Meeting (Summer Recess)

Aug. Date tbd  University Reception(s) ....................................................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Mon. Aug. 21 No Meeting (Summer Recess)

Sept. 2–3  Caledonian Club’s 152nd Highland Games & Gathering ..........................................Pleasanton, CA
Mon. Sept. 18 Member Meeting (Judith Paul: Sir David Brewster—Kaleidoscope) .................................................1088 Green St., SF

Mon. Oct. 16 Member Meeting (speaker/topic tbd) ..............................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Mon. Nov. 20 Member Meeting (Peninsula Scottish Fiddlers—tbd) ........................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Nov. 25 155th Annual St. Andrew’s Banquet & Ball ......................................................... Marines’ Club, SF
Mon. Dec. 18 No Meeting due to December 31st. Hogmanay Celebration

Sun. Dec. 31 Hogmanay Celebration .................................................................................... 1088 Green St., SF

2018

Mon. Jan. 15 Member Meeting  ............................................................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Sat. Jan. 20 Annual Burns Supper ..............................................................................................The Family, SF
Mon. Feb. 19 Member Meeting (speaker/topic tbd) ..............................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Mon. Mar. 18 Member Meeting (speaker/topic tbd) ..............................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Sat. April 7 Tartan Day Scottish Faire at Ardenwood ...................................................................................................Fremont, CA

Mon. April 16 Member Meeting (speaker/topic tbd) ..............................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

Sun. April 22 John Muir Day / Earth Day celebration ......................................................................................... NPS - Martinez, CA

Mon. May 21 Member Meeting (speaker/topic tbd) ..............................................................................................1088 Green St., SF

About Us

The Saint Andrew’s  
Society of  
San Francisco 
1088 Green Street 
San Francisco, CA  
94133-3604
415-885-6644
www.saintandrews 
societysf.org

Editor: Gary Ketchen  
E-mail: ketchen.gary@
gmail.com

Membership Meetings
Meetings are held the  
3rd Monday of the 
month, at 7:30 p.m. Light 
supper served before 
the meeting. (Free valet 
parking is provided for 
members’ meetings. muni: 
one block east of Hyde 
St. cable car).

Officers of  
the Society
David Campbell,  
President 
Francesca McCrossan, 
First VP
Allen Cary, Second VP 
Ian Baird, Treasurer
Jean Allen, Secretary 
Susan Goodier, 
Executive Administrator
Roger Weed, Librarian 
Laurien Fiddes, Chaplain
Irené Waldman, Bard
Jek Cunningham, Piper 
Thomas E. Kasinger, 
Historian
Dr. Bill Blair, Physician
Bill Jaggers, Herald

Trustees
David McCrossan, 
Chairperson 
Jaeame Koyil
Norman McLeod,OBE
Stewart Hume 
James Robertson, AIA
Sandy Corbett

Board of Relief
Marilyn Van Story
Biz Obley
Robert Blair, Jr.
Laurien Fiddes

Board of Student  
Assistance
Kitty Lenhart, 
Chairperson 
J. Robert Logan 
William Cummings, Sr.
William Cummings, Jr.
Jean Allen
Kitty Lenhart

http://www.saintandrewssocietysf.org
http://www.saintandrewssocietysf.org
mailto:ketchen.gary%40gmail.com?subject=SAS-SF%20Newsletter
mailto:ketchen.gary%40gmail.com?subject=SAS-SF%20Newsletter
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