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February 2017

 President’s Report
Dear Members & Friends

Sadly, I must report the passing of our own dear Gerry 
Sample who served the St. Andrew’s Society with such 

commitment and devotion in so many roles for so many years, 
decades even, including as President (1976 – 1979). Gerry, you 
will be missed greatly—we wish you Godspeed; and we are 
here to help assist your family in whatever way possible. Please 
see separate article for a remembrance of Gerry, and additional 
details regarding his memorial service. 

At the January meeting I mentioned in my Remarks that there 
would be a focus on membership—recruiting, development 
and retention. After January’s Installation, February has gotten 
off to a strong start—with two new prospective members join-
ing us for their first reading: Rory Gammell and Jack Ryder. We 
looking forward to having you on board and getting to know you 
better! And while on the topic of membership—a reminder that 
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2017 Burns Supper 
By Francesca McCrossan

Neither rain… Nor protest marches nor street closures 
dampened the spirits of the guests who came to celebrate 

the memory of Robbie Burns with the Society on Saturday, 
January 20th at the The Family club in San Francisco.

The evening began with cocktails and music from the Penin-
sula Scottish Fiddlers and harpist, Ella Jenkins.  Our honored 
guests, Her Majesty’s Consul General to San Francisco, Andrew 
Whittaker, and his wife Alexandra, joined us and were warmly 
greeted by members and friends.

The evening’s program was full with the traditional toasts and 
the Ode to the Haggis beautifully done by the Society’s own 
Roger Weed.  The haggis itself was grandly piped in by Society 
Piper Jek Cunnigham, carried by Chaplain Laurien Fiddes and 
accompanied by with Whiskey by newly elected second VP, Al-
len Cary.  The Immortal Memory this year came from Franc-
esca McCrossan, 1st VP, who shared a piece from local author 
RL Cherry on the reasons that Burns Poetry continues to be 
celebrated centuries after his death.

A warm thanks a big laughs went to Andy McKay of the Oak-
land St. Andrew’s Society, for his Toast to the Lassies and to our 
own Irené Waldman for her Reply.  The musicians provided 
warms and wonderful musical interludes, and our guest Rob 
Tysinger, 1st Chieftain of the Caledonian Club of San Francisco 
gave an a capella version of Red, Red Rose.

The evening was capped off by a moving Ode to the Sodjers 
by Caledonian Chief Charles McKinven and the Auld Lang 
Syne.  Our thanks go to the wonderful management and staff 
of The Family who were flexible with serving times due to the 
storm delays and whose hospitality gave a perfect foundation to 
the evening.  Organizer Francesca McCrossan would also like 
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Remembrance:
Gerrard (Gerry) Smith Sample 
(1933 – 2017)

Beloved by our St. An-
drew’s Society of San 

Francisco—Past President 
Gerry Sample passed away 
quietly on January 29 at his 
home in Mill Valley. Accord-
ing to his obituary which 
appeared in the Marin 
Independent Journal—he 
was predeceased by wife 
Shirley Ann (Radtke) Sample 
in 2009; and is survived by 
two children, Julie Sample of 
Japan and Gregory Sample of 
Mill Valley.  Gerry was born in 
Reinlander, Wisconsin on July 

8, 1933; graduated from the Minneapolis School of Art; went on 
to serve in the U.S. Army during the Korean War; and profes-
sionally—would ultimately become Vice President of Towill, 
Inc (surveying and mapping services).

Gerry served the St. Andrew’s Society in many roles and capaci-
ties, including President (1976 – 1979).  In addition to our 
Society, organizationally—Gerry was active with E Clampus 
Vitus—Yerba Buena, Chapter One. Gerry was also quite the 
49ers fan: he “loved the SF 49ers!,” according his family. 

On Sunday, February 19th Gerry’s family hosted a lovely 
memorial service: A celebration of Life was held in his honor 
at the Mill Valley community Center. The service was well 
attended, especially by our Society…thanks to all for a good 
turnout—to pay respects and to celebrate Gerry’s wonderful 
life! In tribute—Gerry was honored by our St. Andrew’s Society 
with a lovely blue & white floral display, placed adjacent to the 
podium; and by a generous donation to the Wounded Warrior 
Project, as requested by family.

As President, I was honored to be asked to speak briefly on 
behalf of the St. Andrew’s Society. In my remarks, in addition 
to extolling Gerry’s many virtues—I also made reference to the 
framed photo which graces our firehouse entryway: Gerry and 
Gene next to each other, as if continuing to bless us guardian 
angel-like from the “other side.”

In closing, Gerry rightfully should have the “last word.” I recall 
with fondness—Gerry dutifully installing a new slate of of-
ficers in January 2015. He performed this ritual with clarity of 
purpose, a sharp mind, quick wit…and that knowing twinkle in 
his eye!

I’ll leave you with his parting salutation to us that evening: 

“A solid pack, eager and all 
St. Andrew’s officers, this is their call 
So, hear ye, hear ye: this simple rhyme 
Is all there is…for the last thyme”

Continued from page 1

 President’s Report
Dues are now payable, thanks.

In early February we renewed our relationship with The Uni-
versity of Strathclyde and other partners at the SU2P Scottish 
Photonics Networking Reception in San Francisco. It was well-
attended event and we were pleased to have been invited with 
several of us on hand. 

At the most recent member meeting just this past Monday 
(February 20), we were pleased to host the Saltire Foundation. 
We heard from Board member Don Macleod (retired CEO of 
National Semiconductor), Professor Reg Kelly, and Christine 
Winoto. They offered several intriguing ideas as to how we 
could assist and might work together: supporting their intern-
ship program, networking, and hospitality by extending the 
hand of fellowship to visiting scholars.

In closing, please get on your calendars early our next monthly 
meeting—March 20 at which we will be hearing an update 
from University of Edinburgh partner Professor Frank Coglia-
no; and also from new members Tony & Celia Becker who will 
speak to us about their work in communicating Bay Area-wide 
Celtic activities and goings-on via their weekly online newslet-
ter AmeriCeltic. Please also consider two other dates coming 
up this Spring: Tartan Day Scottish Faire at Ardenwood in 
Fremont (Saturday, April 1); and John Muir Day at the National 
Historic Site in Martinez (Saturday, April 22).

See you in March!

David Campbell

President

Professor reg Kelly Christine Winoto

Saltire Foundation Director DonMacleod

Gerry Sample, past president of 
the St. andrew’s Society of San 
Francisco.
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to thank our Herald, Bill Jaggers, and guest Peter Robinson, 
and all our members and guests, for their part in making the 
evening a rousing success.

Continued from page 1

 Burns Supper

Queensferry Crossing 
To Open In May

The new Queensferry Crossing will stand beside the aging 
Forth Road Bridge, spanning the Firth of Forth and con-

necting South Queensferry in Edinburgh to North Queensferry 
in Fife. The 1.7-mile structure will be the longest three-tower, 
cable-stayed bridge in the world and also the largest by far to 
feature cables that cross in mid-span, an innovation that pro-
vides extra strength and stiffness while allowing the towers and 
the deck to be more slender and elegant. This fall, project di-
rector David Climie announced that the bridge remains within 
its £1.35 billion budget (about $1.75 billion) and is on target to 
open in May 2017. “The main issue that could affect the open-
ing is weather delays, but we believe May is a very reasonable 
assumption,” he told the Scottish Parliament.

This article was first published in the Winter 2016 edition of 
Scottish Life Magazine.
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St. Andrew’s Society of San Francisco Member’s Meeting, 2/20/2017

 Piper Jek Cunningham opened the meeting at 7:35 pm.
President David Campbell called the meeting to order.
Chaplain Laurien Fiddes gave the blessing.
First Readings were given by Rory Gammell and Jack Ryder.  Guests from the Saltire 
Foundation were Don MacLeod, Prof. Reg Kelly, Christine Winota.

Pres. David Campbell thanked the 1st VP Francesca McCrossan for an excellent job 
on the very successful Burn’s Supper.
The Society email is now managed by MailChimp.  He also reported that David Walker 
is the new envoy from the University of Edinburgh.
He announced the newsletter would be out in a week and also annual dues are now 
due.  Please send them to Administrative Assistant Susan Goodier.
David then told the members about attending the  memorial for Past Pres. Gerry 
Sample.  At the wishes of his family, the Society made a donation, in Gerry’s, name to 
the Wounded Warrier Project.  Piper Jek Cunningham played a lament for Gerry. 
Members David McCrossan, Tom McLaughlin, Roger Weed, Fred Macondray made 
statements about Gerry.  Rory Gammell  suggested a toast to Gerry.

1st Vice Pres. Francesca McCrosssan thanked those who had helped her with the 
Burn’s Supper, Susan Goodier, Laurien Fiddes, Jek Cunningham, Irene Waldman, 
Andrew McKay, Rory and Jack Ryder.  She thanked all who made it to the Supper 
regardless of the inclement weather and huge traffic snarls.  120 people made it. Photos 
will soon be up on the website.  The next Burn’s Supper will take place on January 20, 
2017, at The Family.

2nd Vice Pres. Allen Cary mentioned he had decided to have “finger food” for the 
evenings refreshment and asked for comments as to its appeal.

Treasurer Ian Baird reported the Society worth at $1.7 million as of 1/31/2017, an 
increase of $20,000, from the previous month.  The UBS portfolio stands at $1.2 million. 
The Burn’s Supper served 122 meals, and had a bottle of Glenlivit Scotch on each 
table.   The monthly bills have been paid.  The Society is solvent.

Board of Trustee’s Chairman David McCrossan reported on the Board meeting with 
John Asher of UBS. The portfolio was discussed. Overall, it is on the right track.  
David has met with the Universities of Stanford, Strathclyde, Glasgow, and Edinburgh to 
discuss further collaboration.  Prof. Frank Cogliano from University of Edinburgh will 
speak to the Society in March or April.
The Historical Preservation Society made their annual inspection and we passed. 
David  investigated the provenance of the Ram’s Head (used for snuff) and discovered 
it’s  very illustrious Scottish history.  He also reported the Society donates to Irskine, 
Fisher House and others. He is researching other areas as well, such as Rotary, 
Stevenson Foundation Museum, John Muir House.  The scholarship committee has 
received two draft applications from the Bay Area so far.
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Patrick Bell, continued on page 5

Reverend Patrick Bell, 
An Early Chronicler Of  
Upper Canada 
By Patricia Mestern 

Reverend Patrick Bell is often remembered as the inventor 
of the mechanical reaping machine in Scotland. The year 

was 1828, but Bell never profited from his revolutionary idea 
because he believed that all men should be able to benefit from 
his invention. Instead, history 
records that Virginian Cyrus 
McCormick was granted a 
patent on his reaper on June 
21, 1834, and went on to earn 
a fortune estimated at about 
$289 million in today’s dollars. 

Less well known is that Bell 
also spent four years in Upper 
Canada where his contribu-
tion to the written history of 
the country is an invaluable 
document on early Canadian 
and American lifestyles and 
the country’s natural heritage.

Patrick Bell was born in 1801 
on Mid-Leoch farm in the 
parish of Auchterhouse, An-
gus. He was educated in the 
parish school at Auchterhouse 
and then studied Arts and 
Divinity at the University of 
St. Andrews, from which he 
graduated. In 1833, accepting 
the position of tutor for the 
Adam Fergusson children, he 
traveled to Upper Canada, 
through the port of New York 
City. In the party were the Fergusson family, several servants 
and a close friend. James Webster from Angus, who along with 
Perthshire-born Fergusson, was a founder of the community of 
Fergus, located in Wellington County in southwestern Ontario, 
Canada.

Why Reverend Patrick Bell decided to emigrate is a question 
that he and his family never answered. He did not possess an 
outgoing or aggressive personality and had never traveled far 
from home before embarking on his long journey. He was the 
first to admit that at the heart of his existence lay family and 
friends. Perhaps James Webster persuaded Bell to try his hand 
at settling a new country. Perhaps he couldn’t find work in 
Scotland. Whatever the motive or reason, Reverend Patrick Bell 
signed an agreement to tutor for a four-year period, from 1833 
to 1837. 

When the Fergusson entourage arrived in America, Bell set 
out to explore his surroundings—New York City and the state 

of New York. As a 31-year-old, he had preconceived opinions 
about Americans, which he subsequently had to revise. He 
concluded that “Yankees” were, for the most part, decent, en-
trepreneurial folk, although a little too outspoken for his taste. 
He had an eye for women and noted that, although American 
women wore beautiful clothing, they were ugly sallow creatures 
not worthy of his close attention. Americans, he noted, were 
always in a hurry, ate quickly and had no respect for the British 
class system. 

Canadians fared much worse. He found them filthy, rude, ob-
noxious people who bolted their food in silence and considered 

themselves equal to any in 
their province. He lamented 
the fact that the class system 
had been abandoned. He 
forgot, of course, that Cana-
dians were for the most part 
displaced Irish/Scots who’d 
emigrated a number of years 
before.

He lamented the fact that 
Irish servants and farmhands 
were outspoken and never 
stayed in one place long, 
either leaving to marry or to 
take a better position. He 
detested the fact that they 
thought they could, if they 
worked hard, be party to a 
life equal that of a privileged 
family.

He detested the idea that, as 
a tutor, he held no place of re-
spect in the Fergusson family. 
Bell, having many opinions, 
was not entitled to state them 
if they didn’t agree with that 
of the heads of the house-
hold. He held little respect 

for either Mrs. or Mr. Fergusson. He felt that Adam Fergus-
son was a misguided fellow, who thought he could farm by the 
book—books written by nonfarmers or people who hadn’t lived 
in Upper Canada. 

Bell was relegated to the level of servant, but he couldn’t bring 
himself to join the servants’ circle. He had placed himself much 
higher up on his invisible class ladder. Thus, the good Reverend 
Bell had no close friends. 

Increasingly, Bell withdrew into himself and spent his free time 
walking the bush on the Niagara Escarpment near the Fergus-
son home at Woodhill or shut in his bedroom where he found 
solace by his fire, reading, making models, bookbinding, mount-
ing butterflies, practicing taxidermy, tanning bits of leather, 
playing his flute and writing his journals. Several early settlers 
said in their reminiscences that Bell was “peculiar” during his 
last year in Canada. His only break from tutoring was the month 

The reverend Patrick bell
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he took each year to visit James Webster at the new settlement 
called Fergus on the Grand River Gorge in Nichol Township, 
Wellington County—a two-day journey from the Fergusson 
home in Woodhill.

Reverend Bell became somewhat an expert on the natural 
flora and fauna of the Niagara Escarpment and the Grand 

River Gorge in Nichol Township. He captured a number of the 
more-colourful birds, mounted them and sent them back to 
Scotland to his friends. He pressed flowers and leaves, making 
notes about their peculiarities. He made little wooden and bark 
boxes that he gave away or shipped home to relatives. 

He compared everything to Scotland and could never write 
that the Canadian variety was better than the Scottish kind. He 
killed and ate various mammals and aquatic creatures. Many 
were things no self-respecting Canadian would put on the table, 
such as snapping turtle and porcupine.

Bell’s curiosity got the better of him at Niagara Falls, where 
the Fergusson party lived for several months. He took it upon 
himself to disprove all that had been written about the natural 
phenomenon—its water flow, its height and breadth, its natural 
setting. He was not afraid of the great crescent-shaped cataract 
and several times nearly got himself killed jumping about on 
the wet, slippery rocks and ledges. In the end, though, he was 
somewhat disappointed when his calculations and observations 
came out quite close to those printed at the time. 

When Bell traveled, he was resplendent in suit, great coat and 
umbrella regardless of the weather. Bouncing over rough trails 
in Upper Canada broke many a wheel and axle, yet Bell never 
condescended to assist with a repair. He stood to the side of 
the road, feigning a lack of knowledge about things mechanical. 
Fellow passengers never suspected he was the inventor of the 
mechanical reaping machine or that he had plans for a steam-
powered flying machine. 

In 1837, when James Webster decided to go home to clear his 
mother’s estate, Reverend Patrick Bell decided to return to 
Scotland. He and Webster traveled together through Buffalo 
and New York City. Reverend Bell produced two models of his 
reaping machine while at Woodhill. The first he left in Fergus 
in the care of A. D. Fordyce. This model remained in the village 

library until the early 1960s 
when it disappeared during 
renovations. 

Bell packed the second model, 
which showed improvements 
on the first invention, in a 
wooden case to take with him. 
His ultimate mistake was that 
he showed it to anyone who 
feigned an interest. It was 
stolen while the party traveled 
through New York State. Bell’s 
daughter stated it was stolen 
in New York City. His son 
stated it was stolen in Buf-
falo. At any rate, the theft may 
have been a significant event, 
as Cyrus McCormick’s reaper 

was invented in 1831 and looked remarkably like Bell’s, a fact 
family members and friends did note. 

But Reverend Patrick Bell did leave another legacy for North 
Americans. He wrote copious notes in two journals, keeping 
track of area flora and fauna, farming techniques and crops, 
domesticated anin1als and machinery. He accompanied his text 
with more than 70 excellent rough sketches. He kept meticu-
lous weather reports and he wrote personally and passionately 
about his lifestyle. What he couldn’t say in public, he put on 
paper. These three volumes of journals and sketches are now 
housed at the University of Aberdeen.

This article first appeared in the Jan/Feb 2017 edition of The 
Highlander magazine.

Continued from page 4

Patrick Bell

bell showed his reaping machine to anyone who showed an interest, 
which may have resulted in Cyrus McCormick stealing his design.

Native americans showing Niagara Falls to european colonists, who, 
like bell, were fascinated by its size and power.
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To whom it may concern,

We are running an archaeological field school in the Scottish Highlands in June next year. 
Participants will be involved in researching, surveying and recording a series of historical and 
archaeological sites associated with the Jacobite rebellions and Highland Clearances of 18th 
Century Scotland. Training will be provided in archaeological recording practices including 
historical analyses, map regression, archaeological field survey, technical drawing, photog-
raphy, building recording and GIS. I have attached full details of the field school and 
an application form and would appreciate if you could forward this to your archaeology 
department mailing list or anyone you think may find it useful. If you have any queries please 
don’t hesitate to contact me, you can find more information on our organisation at www.
harparchaeology.co.uk. I look forward to hearing from you.

best wishes

ian hill

2017 sPrinG concerts 
april 28-30

Presented by the San Francisco Scottish Fiddlers

...take a lively musical journey to scotland, and other points on the celtic music map

under the leadership of alasdair Fraser, internationally acclaimed scottish fiddler, over 100 musicians, playing not only fiddles 
but piano, cellos, guitars, harps, flutes, and percussion as well, will present music which is merry and lively, but sometimes slow 
and reflective. they draw tunes from the celtic tradition, old and new, along with music from cape breton, Quebec and 
scandinavia. 

Visit this youtube site to see a video from the 2016 concerts: https://youtu.be/JDaqDP7WTLA

berKeLey: Friday, april 28 at 8:00pm, Freight and salvage, tickets: Freight box office, by mail to 2020 addison street, 
berkeley, ca  94704 or 510-644-2020, x120 

MODeSTO: saturday, april 29 at 7:30pm, Gallo center for the arts, tickets: www.galloarts.com

LIVerMOre: sunday, april 30 at 3:00pm, bankhead theater, tickets: www.bankheadtheater.org

sFsF website: www.sfscottishfiddlers.org • SFSF is also on FaceBook

http://www.harparchaeology.co.uk/field-schools/archaeology-of-eighteenth-century-scotland
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxoYXJwYXJjaGFlb2xvZ3l8Z3g6MmU0NmRjMTBmMjI0MGZiYg
http://www.harparchaeology.co.uk
http://www.harparchaeology.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDaqDP7WTLA&feature=youtu.be
http://www.galloarts.com
www.bankheadtheater.org
http://www.sfscottishfiddlers.org
https://www.facebook.com/sfscottishfiddlers/
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Meeting & events Schedule
Date event / Topic Location / Notes

2017

Mon. Mar. 20 Member Meeting  ( Prof. Frank cogliano: university of edinburgh update, ....................................1088 Green st., sF 
tony & celia becker: americeltic and bay area “celtic” events)

sat. april 1 tartan day scottish Faire at ardenwood ...................................................................................................Fremont, ca

Mon. april 17 Member Meeting (Judith Paul: Kaleidoscope) ................................................................................1088 Green st., sF

sat. april 22 John Muir day / earth day celebration ......................................................................................... nPs - Martinez, ca

Mon. May 15 Member Meeting (scottish development international).................................................................1088 Green st., sF

Mon. June 19  Member Meeting (Peninsula scottish Fiddlers—to be confirmed) ...................................................1088 Green st., sF

Date TbD  Summer Ceilidh at encinal yacht Club ...................................................................... alameda, Ca
Mon. July 17 no Meeting (summer recess)

Mon. aug. 21 no Meeting (summer recess)

date tbd  university reception(s) ....................................................................................................................1088 Green st., sF

Sept. 2–3  Caledonian Club’s 152nd Highland Games & Gathering ..........................................Pleasanton, Ca
Mon. sept. 18 Member Meeting (speaker / topic tbd) .........................................................................................1088 Green st., sF

Mon. oct. 16 Member Meeting (speaker / topic tbd) .........................................................................................1088 Green st., sF

Nov. 11 or 25 155th annual St. andrew’s banquet & ball ......................................................... Marines’ Club, SF
Mon. nov. 20 Member Meeting (Peninsula scottish Fiddlers—to be confirmed) ...................................................1088 Green st., sF

Mon. dec. 18 no Meeting due to december 31st. hogmanay celebration

Sat. Dec. 31 Hogmanay Celebration .................................................................................... 1088 Green St., SF

2018

Mon. Jan. 15 Member Meeting  ............................................................................................................................1088 Green st., sF

Sat. Jan. 20 annual burns Supper ..............................................................................................The Family, SF
Mon. Feb. 19 Member Meeting (speaker / topic tbd)  ........................................................................................1088 Green st., sF

about us

The Saint andrew’s  
Society of  
San Francisco 
1088 Green street 
san Francisco, ca  
94133-3604
415-885-6644
www.saintandrews 
societysf.org

editor: Gary Ketchen  
e-mail: ketchen.gary@
gmail.com

Membership Meetings
Meetings are held the  
3rd Monday of the 
month, at 7:30 p.m. Light 
supper served before 
the meeting. (Free valet 
parking is provided for 
members’ meetings. muni: 
one block east of hyde 
st. cable car).
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the Society
david campbell,  
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Francesca Mccrossan, 
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allen cary, 
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roger weed, Librarian 
Laurien Fiddes, chaplain
Marjory Matic, bard
Jack cunningham, Piper 
thomas e. Kasinger, 
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Kent walker, 
Membership secretary
dr. bill blair, Physician
bill Jaggers, herald

Trustees
david Mccrossan, 
chairman 
Jaeame Koyil
norman McLeod,obe
david Mccrossan
stewart hume 
James robertson, aia
sandy corbett

board of relief
Marilyn Van story
biz obley
robert blair, Jr.
Laurien Fiddes
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assistance
J. robert Logan, 
chairman 
william cummings, sr.
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http://www.saintandrewssocietysf.org
mailto:ketchen.gary%40gmail.com?subject=SAS-SF%20Newsletter
mailto:ketchen.gary%40gmail.com?subject=SAS-SF%20Newsletter


the  st. andrew’s  society  oF  san Francisco

The Saint andrew’s Society
of San Francisco
1088 Green street
san Francisco, ca 94133-3604

recipient


